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19 ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY LEADERS JOIN FORCES TO ACCELERATE  

SOI (SILICON-ON-INSULATOR) INNOVATION INTO BROAD MARKETS 
 

SOI Industry Consortium Aims to Reduce Costs, Reach New Markets 

BOSTON, MASS., October 8, 2007 – A group of leading companies throughout the electronics 

industry today announced the launching of the SOI Industry Consortium, aimed at accelerating 

silicon-on-insulator (SOI) innovation into broad markets by promoting the benefits of SOI 

technology and reducing the barriers to adoption.   

Performance and power consumption are now of primary concern throughout the electronics 

industry.  While early adopters have convincingly demonstrated that SOI is a powerful solution in 

addressing these concerns, they did so largely on their own.  The next wave of adopters needs a 

proven and complete array of readily-accessible SOI design platforms and IP to ensure transparent 

design platforms and cost-effective manufacturing.  The SOI Consortium aims to bridge the gaps 

– both real and perceived – by reducing adoption costs, making SOI best practices available and 

facilitating design examples across the value chain. 

Covering a spectrum of users, enablers, suppliers and manufacturers, the founding membership 

roster (listed alphabetically) includes:  AMD, ARM, Cadence Design Systems, CEA-Léti, 

Chartered Semiconductor Manufacturing, Freescale Semiconductor, IBM, Innovative Silicon, 

KLA-Tencor, Lam Research, NXP, Samsung, Semico, Soitec, SEH Europe, STMicroelectronics, 

Synopsys, TSMC and UMC.  

“Riding the performance wave, SOI has made significant inroads,” notes André-Jacques 

Auberton-Hervé, the consortium’s newly elected chair.  “Now, the focus has expanded to reducing 

power consumption.  SOI can cut power consumption significantly – an enormous advantage – 

whether you’re running a data center or hoping you have enough battery left to see the end of the 

match on your mobile telephone.  By unifying users and enablers, the SOI Industry Consortium 

can identify and close gaps in the design chain, making SOI a viable choice for designers over a 

much broader range of markets.”  

SOI Industry Consortium will focus on three major goals:   

• ensuring that user needs are heard, understood and addressed;  

• accelerating and facilitating the requisite collaboration in the ecosystem to enable silicon-

proven solutions; and  

• promoting SOI benefits, technology innovation and momentum within the greater 

electronics community. 

 

“SOI benefits are now being recognized by most of the major players in the industry and the 

technology is on the verge of entering the mainstream,” notes Bryan Lewis, Semiconductor 

Research VP of Gartner. “Companies from the entire semiconductor food chain are investing time 

and money to take SOI to the next level and this should clearly accelerate improvements in 

reduced power consumption and improved performance for a wide range of devices and 

applications.” 
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The Consortium’s initial focus is on sharing best practices already established by early adopters 

and facilitating new design proof points demonstrating SOI’s performance, power and area 

advantages.  The Board of Directors will be elected later in October.   

 

A webcast of this announcement is scheduled to be held at 11 a.m. (PST) today and will be 

available via:  http://www.videonewswire.com/event.asp?id=43006 

 

About the SOI Industry Consortium: 

The SOI Industry Consortium is chartered with accelerating silicon-on-insulator (SOI) innovation 

into broad markets by promoting the benefits of SOI technology and reducing the barriers to 

adoption. Representing leaders spanning the entire electronics industry infrastructure, SOI 

Industry Consortium charter members include: AMD, ARM, Cadence Design Systems, CEA-Léti, 

Chartered Semiconductor Manufacturing, Freescale Semiconductor, IBM, Innovative Silicon, 

KLA-Tencor, Lam Research, NXP, Samsung, Semico, Soitec, SEH Europe, STMicroelectronics, 

Synopsys, TSMC and UMC.  Membership is open to all companies and institutions throughout the 

electronics industry.  For more information, please see www.soiconsortium.org.  

 

Safe Harbor 

The views and opinions expressed by the SOI Industry Consortium through officers in the SOI 

Industry Consortium or in this presentation or other communication vehicles are not necessarily 

representative of the views and opinions of individual members. Officers of the SOI Industry 

Consortium speaking on behalf of the Consortium should not be considered to be speaking for the 

member company or companies they are associated with, but rather as representing the views of 

the SOI Industry Consortium. Views and opinions are also subject to change without notice, and 

the SOI Industry Consortium assumes no obligation to update the information in this 

communication or accompanying discussions.  

 


